
                                                                                 
 

 

Friday 23 July 2021 

Newsletter: Term 3, Week 2 
 

This week has been a hive of activity with students completing academic and 
vocational education and training (VET) courses. We also welcomed some of the 
BUSY Group Corporate Partners to learn and tour our BUSY School campus. Our 
guests stayed to complete speed interviews with the students; the employers 
were incredibly impressed with the students’ interview skills. 

BUSY School – Salisbury Team 
A reminder that as parents/carers you are most welcome and encouraged to contact our BUSY Schools – Salisbury staff 
team. We thank you for being proactive in contacting Sam at Reception by 8.30am if your young person is absent for the 
day. Please create a contact in your phone for Reception/Absentee Line: 3440 4271. 
 

Toni Banfield  Principal 0447 460 862 Toni.Banfield@busyschools.com.au  

Alaka Beri  Youth Worker 0448 808 698 Alaka.Beri@busyschools.com.au  

Rodney Florent Employment  0447 464 564 Rodney.Florent@busyschools.com.au 

Karen Danks Curriculum Coordinator and  
Teacher: Essential English  

Karen.Danks@busyschools.com.au 

Tiara Chisnall Learning Support Teacher and  
Teacher: Essential English  

Tiara.Chisnall@busyschools.com.au 

Sally Avis Teacher: Social and Community Studies  Sally.Avis@busyschools.com.au 

Stuart Smith  Teacher: Essential Mathematics  Stuart.Smith@busyschools.com.au 

 

Date Claimer: Meet the BUSY School Team 

Tuesday 10 August, 3.00pm – 4.00pm 
We are hosting a casual afternoon for parents/carers to meet the BUSY School staff. Join us for light refreshments to meet 
staff and hear information about the Semester Two 2021 program. Invitations will be emailed to families.  
 

BUSY Group Corporate Partners Tour and Speed Interviewing Event  
 

On Friday we had the absolute pleasure of hosting representatives from 
businesses across a wide range of industries to learn how they can assist 
The BUSY School's students in finding careers they will thrive in, and we 
can assist them in sourcing suitable and employable young people. 
Students participated in three, five-minute mock interviews with these 
representatives and were provided with excellent feedback about their 
interview communication skills and body language.  
We are so incredibly proud of the students, as I’m sure you are too. 
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Vocational Education and Training (VET) Courses 
Wednesday saw the first on-site visit to Fit Education for our Certificate II in Sport 
and Recreation/Certificate III in Fitness students. They thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience of being in a gym and were taken through some exercises by 
University of Queensland Bachelor of Clinical Exercise Physiology students. 
Learning though physical demonstration and practice of specific techniques helps 
solidify knowledge for our students. In Term 3, our students will continue to visit 
Fit Education each Wednesday.   

 

Building connections – TAFE, Acacia Ridge  
On Thursday, Toni, Principal, and Rodney, Employment Pathways Officer, 
met with staff at TAFE Acacia Ridge to develop a partnership to support 
our BUSY School students. We are pleased to share that in Term 4 eligible 
students will be able to complete a TAFE/BUSY School Trade Taster 
program that has been developed for our students. It is a 7-week program 
that starts in Term 4 on Fridays and includes exploring introductory skills 
for tiling/solid plastering, White Card, carpentry and electrical. This is a 
great opportunity for students to explore skills across a range of industries. 
 
 

Essential English  
We have hit the ground running in Essential English. This term we explore how the experience that make us human are 
communicated through a wide range of texts, this week we looked at songs as a way of sharing the experiences that make 
us who we are, in class we listened to Castle on the Hill by Ed Sheeran and Hard Road by Hilltop Hoods before students 
selected their own song that communicated the artists life experiences. There were some great choices of songs that 
showed a thorough understanding of the topic. We are also in the process of completing the Queensland Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (QCAA) Academic Integrity course, the course will help students understand the correct way to 
approach assessment and includes advice on how to maintain academic integrity and produce their best work, for more 
information please see the link https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/get-academic.html. Karen Danks 
 

Essential Mathematics 
This term we are focusing on budgeting, time, distance and speed and how these topics relate to everyday life. This week 
the students did research to compare the costs and times involved with travelling to Sydney using different modes of 
transport. They then tabulated the data and evaluated the results in terms of what factors they chose to prioritise. The 
preferred mode of transport could then be chosen and justified in terms of cost, time and even enjoyment. I am very pleased 
with how the students were able to apply mathematical procedures and logical reasoning to find a valid solution. These 
learning experiences will help the students prepare for the problem solving and modelling task to be completed later in the 
term. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Stuart Smith 
 

Social and Community Studies   
Building skills for a future career is paramount at The BUSY School. In Social and Community Studies we are helping your 
young person identify the skills they require for their chosen career path and how to develop those skills for the workforce. 
This week we have been formulating answers to the five most asked interview questions and practising with our classmates 
to gain confidence in communicating these answers. In class, we have been discussing how having the opportunity to 
practise interview skills is essential to a successful outcome in a real job interview. Our students have some remarkable  
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work experience and many skills already refined from practising them in their 
part-time jobs, sporting teams and in coaching other young people in activities 
like gymnastics. In the next two weeks, we will analyse the assessment task that 
includes searching for a relevant job advertisement, writing a cover letter, 
creating a relevant resume to suit the job, and a mock interview including a 
reflection on our performance. These are wonderful learning experiences for 
your young people and improves their confidence in job seeking. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me with any queries. Sally Avis 

 

 
Employment Pathways 

With the term back in full gear, this week was spent following 
up on TAFE applications for 2022. The diversity in courses from 
all students is exciting to see. This Friday we had five of our 
wonderful students out in work experience in a range of 
industry pathways, forging their own futures which is inspiring 
to be a part of. As well as the speed interviews at our corporate 
event, each week we have guest speakers for our Power Hour. 
This week we were joined by Kurt from Fit Education. It is 
invaluable having guest speakers visit the campus, share their 
stories with us as our students consider employment and study 
pathways they may not have previously thought of.  
I am very proud of all our students, watching them develop to 
their potential and being constantly surprised by their 
awesomeness.  If you have any questions about careers or work 
experience please don’t hesitate to contact me. Rodney Florent 

 

Term 3 Timetable 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

School subjects 

• Essential English 

• Essential Mathematics 

• Social and Community Studies 

VET Qualification/Training (at school) 

• Certificate II in Workplace Skills 

• Certificate I in Construction 

• Other qualifications (as available) 

• School subjects  

• Approved - Work 
Experience or School-based 
apprenticeship/ traineeship  

BUSY Schools acknowledges that some students’ program may vary to the above due to vocational education and training 
(VET) learning being completed at a registered training organisation (RTO) on different days. 
 

Private Transport Consent Forms 
Many Private Transport Consent Forms are outstanding – please complete and return these forms as a matter of urgency.  
 

Commonwealth School Data Collection – Census (reminder) 
Every year the Australian Government Department of Education, Skills and Employment collects information from schools. 
A copy of the Government School Data Collection Notice has been included with this newsletter. Information about the 
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) for school students with disability has been shared in a previous 
communication. 
 


