
                                                                                 
 
Friday 12 November 2021 
 

The week in review 
I’m incredibly proud of the students and their commitment to attend school, 
engage in learning so they remain ‘on-track’ to complete assessment for 
Year 11. It’s hard to believe that there’s only two weeks left of school for 
the year and soon we will have our inaugural Year 12 2022 cohort. Exciting 
times ahead! These next two weeks are vital for successful completion and 
submission of assessment as it contributes credit towards a Queensland 

Certificate of Education (QCE). This week I have focussed time to meet individually with students to review their 
progress towards achieving a QCE. Students will bring these documents home to discuss with you – thank you 
for signing the documents and returning these to school. These next two weeks are important for your young 
person to finish the year strong, submit work and we then will enjoy time in the last week to celebrate together. 
 

This week we give a shout out to our local Bunnings store at Rocklea as they have generously donated a BBQ 
for our campus. Our first BBQ lunch brought joy to our Wednesday. We also paused for Remembrance Day, 
Thursday, 11 November, to commemorate, honour and respect those who served and are serving.  
 

    
 

Year 11 Presentation Awards – Tuesday 23 November, 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
Please RSVP to Lynda via Salisbury@busyschools.com.au for catering purposes. 
 

Last day of school – Friday 26 November  
We are going to SkyZone, Macgregor, to celebrate the end of year. A permission letter has been included in this 
week’s email for more information. Parents/carers please sign and return the form to school and also remember 
to complete the online waiver form for your young person. There is no cost for students. A bus has been 
organised and food will be provided.  
 

Semester Two 2021 Reports 
Academic reports will be available to parents in the week after school has completed. An email will be shared 
with families when the reports are available. 
 

School Leaders 2022 
In 2022, we will have school leaders who are ambassadors for The BUSY Schools. These students will 
demonstrate commitment to attending school, uphold the BUSY Schools values and assist with school events 
such as speaking with prospective students and families during enrolment tours and speaking with guests. 
School leaders will be announced at the Presentation Awards.  
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Preparing for 2022 - Group Allocation  
In 2022, Year 11 and Year 12 students will be allocated to Group 1 or Group 
2. The group number identifies the school and industry days. Groups will be 
shared with students and families in the week beginning Monday 17 January 
and predominantly determined by students’ pre -enrolment in training 
qualifications and to balance student numbers across the campus.  

 Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 
Group 1 
Year 11 and 
Year 12 students  

School subjects 
 Essential English 
 Essential Mathematics 

 Social and Community Studies  
 Short Course – Literacy and/or 

Numeracy (identified students) 

 Power Hour Electives  

Industry program Includes but is not limited to: 
 Qualification training (e.g. TAFE, Skill360, Aurora, Fit 

Education, etc) 

 Work experience 

 School-based apprenticeship or traineeship 
 Employability skills program 

 Short Course – Career Education  

Group 2 
Year 11 and Year 
12 students 

Industry program Includes but is not limited to: 
 Qualification training (e.g. TAFE, Skill360, Aurora, Fit 

Education, etc) 
 Work experience 

 School-based apprenticeship or traineeship 

 Employability skills program 
 Short Course – Career Education 

School subjects 
 Essential English 

 Essential Mathematics 
 Social and Community Studies  

 Short Course – Literacy and/or 
Numeracy (identified students) 

 Power Hour Electives 
 

Parent/Carer Feedback  
Reminder: A few weeks ago we asked parents/carers for feedback by completing questions via the link:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BUSYSchoolsCairnsParentsurvey  If you haven’t completed this feedback – 
please do as we value your information to further improve the school program.  
 

Toni Banfield, Principal 
 

Employment Pathways Update 
This week one of our students is doing all the “Talking” as he embarks on some work experience 
with a speech pathologist. He is interested in a career pathway in health and is hoping this 
experience could be a springboard into the industry. 

 

Site visit of the week showcases Ninah ‘rocking in the free world’ at Angel Studios 
with Paul Day, learning the ropes of operating and running a recording studio.  
 

As Christmas approaches there are many companies advertising for casual 
employment, the Accent group is one, click on the link to apply 
https://www.accentgr.com.au/careers 
 
Okay…this may have been my parking attempt earlier this week which brings me to my next 
point of discussion. It’s hard being young with dreams of getting into trade  and industry only to 
be pushed back because you don’t have a licence. If you can, when you can, please get in the 
car and get your hours up. Be the family taxi service, every little bit counts and makes you more 
employable. Rodney Florent, Employment Pathways Officer 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BUSYSchoolsCairnsParentsurvey
https://www.accentgr.com.au/careers


                                                                                 
 
 

Youth Worker Update 
Students and staff bonded while preparing 
for and enjoying our first BBQ lunch on 
Wednesday. We’re looking forward to many 
more BBQ lunches.  
Alaka Beri, Education Youth Worker  

 
 

Curriculum Update  
As of Monday, 15 November, there are only 10 days of school left for your young person in 2021. This week, 
students completed assessment for Essential English and Social and Community Studies; the teaching team is 
really proud of the students’ efforts to work diligently to meet assessment deadlines and revise and prepare for 
examinations. There is one last assessment to complete next week, Essential Mathematics, which will take place 
on Monday (Part A) and Tuesday (Part B). It’s important that your young person attends all day to ensure they 
complete the examinations.  
 
It has been amazing to see so many young people catching up on, and completing Unit 1 content for Essential 
English, Essential Mathematics and Social and Community Studies. If at any time you want an update on how 
your young person is tracking, please send me an email on karen.danks@busyschools.com.au or give me a call 
on (07) 3340 4271. Karen Danks, Curriculum Coordinator 
 

Essential English Update 
This week in Essential English the students have acted on their draft feedback and submitted the final copies of 
their autobiographical or biographical chapter. This assessment task is the final piece of assessment for Year 11 
for this subject area (yah!). Tiara and I have started marking and overall we are thrilled with the diversity of the 
students subject for this task, we are also really proud of the quality of work submitted by the students. The 
students will receive feedback and their results next week after a moderation process has taken place. As 
always, if you have any questions or queries regarding Essential English, please do not hesitate to contact myself 
(Karen) or Tiara. Karen Danks and Tiara Chisnall  
 

Essential Mathematics Update 
This week has been successful in terms of the amazing efforts that the students  have put in to prepare for next 
week’s examination, especially considering that they had other assessments happening. The students have 
improved not only in terms of their mathematical knowledge, but also in their willingness to ask for help when 
they need it. Please contact me if you have any questions.  Stuart Smith  
 

Social and Community Studies Update 
Week 6 has been fantastic. We are all so proud of your wonderful young people, completing the examination 
this week and working well to complete any outstanding assessment. I am sure you are too. The topics of 
identity, emotions, stress and anger management are really important to the holistic education of young people. 
Have a wonderful weekend. Please contact me with any queries.  Sally Avis  
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