
 

 

 

 

The BUSY Schools Campus: Newsletter  
Term 1, Week 5 Friday 24 February, 2023 

  

In this issue: 

• Principal’s 
Update 

• Meet the 

Staff 

• Curriculum 

• Tips for 

Supporting 

Student 

Learning 

• Maths News 

• Wellbeing 

• Support 

Services 

• Wellness 

Room 

• Feedback 

Process 

 

 

 

 

The BUZZ from the Campus Principal 

Enrolments Update 

We know that BUSY Schools offer an alternative to traditional school that is desperately needed in our 

community, and our continued growth in enrolments proves this more and more each day. It is exciting to see 

that our Brisbane City campus is growing with the enrolment of so many wonderful young people who are so 

very committed to re-engaging with school.  We currently have 11 X Year 12 students and 41 X Year 11 

students, however, as the news spreads of the fantastic ‘BUSY Schools… where opportunities begin’ we know 
these numbers will continue to grow.  We would like to remind you at this time, that we remain committed to 

the small class numbers of 16 students in a class, and to creating a place of safety and belonging.  

 

Employment Pathways Officer (EPO) 

We are excited to announce that our new EPO, David, has joined the team this week.  David joins us with a 

wide range of experiences and knowledge across various states and sectors in Australia where he has worked 

with young people who have been disengaged with school but wanting to find a pathway to employment. 

David has a great depth of knowledge, skills, and experience with working with First Nations’ students that we 
know he will continue to share with our young First Nations’ students. Over the coming weeks, David will 

begin looking at Work Experience, Traineeships/Apprenticeships, and further learning opportunities for our 

young people.  He will also begin delivering the BUSY Schools to Work program on Fridays for the students 

who are not currently enrolled in the Cert II Health Services or attending TAFE or other work/traineeship 

requirements. We also look forward to the amazing artistic skills that David has and how he can support our 

school in creating some fantastic artwork around the campus.   

 

UNIQ You Guest Speakers Wednesday Week 6, 1 March  

Next Wednesday, we have female guest speakers coming to the school to share with our female students the 

opportunities available for them in a wide range of industries and careers that have traditionally be filled by 

men.  Our student will be invited to organize Zoom meetings with women, who often come from backgrounds 

similar to our students, to discuss career paths that they may not have considered.  For our Group 1 students, 

Year 12 and Year 11 A, this has been a day where they have been completing their First Aid theory, but as 

students have now completed this we ask that ALL female students from these classes and girls from 11D and 

11E, be at the school 11.45am for a 12.00pm start (Elective lesson) to welcome our guests. We will then have 

a special lunch for all students, including the male students to have an early celebration for International 

Women’s Day which is a week later.  
 

Student Voice Leaders team 

On Monday, Year 12 students will be invited to apply for a role in the Student Voice Leaders (SVL) 

team. The roles will be Male and Female School Captain, First Nations’ Ambassador, Cultural 
Leader, and Eco Leader. Students will be given an application form with the process and SVL 

constitution.  We encourage all students to consider applying as these roles help with developing 

confidence and leadership skills and qualities.  

 

Anne English 

Campus Principal 

 

Meet the Staff: Nola-Louise – Essential English Teacher 

My name is Nola-Louise Rasmussen. Most people call me Nola. I am the Essential English teacher for the Brisbane 

City Campus. This is my twenty-first year of teaching and I am just as passionate now as I was in my first year of 

teaching. This is my fourteenth year of teaching in Australia. Before joining the BUSY Schools, I was a teacher at 

Groves Christian College in Kingston, pastorally caring for both students and staff, teaching mainly English and 

Woodwork. I also coached U16 Boys Basketball, U16s Boys Rugby League and U16 Boys Touch Rugby.  

 

When I left school, I decided to become a carpenter like my dad and became the first woman carpenter in a small 

Pacific Island nation called Samoa. BBC ran a documentary on me when I was part of the Fletchers’ South Pacific 

Construction team who renovated the house of the famous author who wrote Treasure Island, Robert Louis 

Stevenson. Other women who were the first pilot and the first electrician were also in the documentary. I was a 

carpenter from 1990 to 1999 and then trained to become a teacher just like my mother was, in a small town called 



Bethlehem in Tauranga, New Zealand. I played Mixed Touch Rugby in the 1997 South Pacific Games for Samoa and lost to Australia 

taking home the silver medal. Part of my teaching in the past has led me to taking students overseas on short missions’ trips to make 

a difference in Kenya, Samoa, Tonga, China, and Cambodia. I also have a passion for music, travelling, and meeting people. 

Here at BUSY Schools, I am privileged and honoured to continue doing what I love, teaching and celebrating the students’ successes. 
 

The IA1 task is well underway for Year 12, and it has most certainly been encouraging watching how far the students have come 

during the past five weeks. Our Brisbane City Campus has such a warm, welcoming atmosphere, where everyone looks after one 

other, taking ownership of their learning and attending classes with a bright smile on their faces.  

 

I look forward to meeting our families and partnering with you all in catering to your child’s needs. I love our team of staff and 
students. This is such a great place to work at. 

 

Curriculum:  
Tips for supporting student learning: 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Maths News:   Year 12 students will be commencing their Term 1 assessment on a Problem Solving and  

Modelling Task (PSMT) next week. In PSMT the students solve real-life problems that are like solving puzzles.  

When faced with a difficult puzzle, students must first identify the problem or challenge, then break it down  

into smaller parts and develop a plan to solve each part of the puzzle. In PSMT, students use similar problem-

solving techniques with creativeness.   

 

The task requires the students to design stone sculptures that can be displayed in a new  gallery at Brisbane City Council. The  

students have 5 weeks (week 6 to 10) to complete the task. They need to start by researching different types of 3-dimensional 

geometric solids, such as prisms, cylinders, and spheres and consider the shapes and forms that would complement each other in a 

sculpture. They would apply the knowledge of measurement they learned in class to construct a sculptor according to the 

specifications given. They then identify the key components of a problem, develop a plan of action, and solve each part of the 

problem systematically.  

 

It is advisable that the students start thinking about a sculptor that they would consider in their PSMT by becoming alert of  

various sculptors around in town and keep it simple and manageable to complete the task at the same time meeting the 

requirements.  

Reminder: Our school uses Microsoft Teams and OneNote to enhance the learning experience for our students.  

Students can access class materials and assignments, collaborate on projects with classmates, and use One Note  

as a digital notebook, to store class notes, complete assignments, and organize their work. 

Parents and carers can access this platform from home to support young people. You can view your child's class 

materials, see their progress, and stay informed about their assignments.  

This will help you to stay involved in your child's education and support their learning at home. 

 

Wellbeing: From the Youth Worker – Tania 

 

 
 

 

Encourage PREPARATION by: 

➢ Being ready to learn 

➢ Being rested  

➢ Eating before learning begins 



 

Support Services 

             
 

 

 

Friendly February 2023 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Wellness Room: 

We remind all students and staff that the Wellness Room is now available for improving your physical, social, occupational, 

intellectual, environmental spiritual, and emotional wellbeing.  This is a quiet and private place where you may need to take a 

moment to refresh and repair.  Please check in with Harrison to gain access to the room that is near the Sick Bay. 

 

   
 

 

 

Feedback Process 

At The BUSY Schools we want everyone to have a voice!  We want to hear any compliments and/or concerns.  The 

best way for feedback to be effective it to pass it through the most relevant channels.  If you have anything you need 

to express, you could: 

• Approach the relevant people directly and have a respectful conversation to resolve the incident; 

• Approach Anne English to discuss the issue; and/or 

Report the feedback on the BUSY Schools Website: https://www.busyschools.qld.edu.au/busy-schools-feedback/ 

 
 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.busyschools.qld.edu.au%2Fbusy-schools-feedback%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cellie.clarris%40busyschools.com.au%7C0e86f7eff30749988eb308da558ff21a%7Ca7871ae131b04cdbad5b439ef18dcc93%7C1%7C0%7C637916374000918114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NZ%2BrGZjjg3N9v%2F%2FI0sw7scwQYSy%2B6qwO0EFe3OqzU5o%3D&reserved=0

